I~ =

- .

S

217and3d DINOD




COMIC _
REPUBLIC

| a4 =
R tanmbwé OBENDE | ONUCHEYD



~  DEDICATION
5 BTl et " |
Toall :mjﬁ;z:-%m\}”ﬁmus friends, fans and families who |

 have sta and_.\suppqu‘ﬁd-us all through the long |
[yedrs ook io.ge] us,

- 1 &l e o i
2 Nec n

' o i T

A i .:'_|-\.J tatdy #

)

e

s here, we say thank you
)ﬁﬂ“ﬁ}_hﬂl& hgr._:rty ard long
=

rai stars and the seas boil. |

'\.‘I‘". ‘I' e

1
| t\x T4 ~7d W
'y W, ek ™ 4 i
I- -H "uy "l :
o e\
11 | l':l-

=il u
TrirtTri




REPUBLIC

AVONOME IS THE STORY OF HILDA AVONOMEMI
MOSES, BORN IN 1937, IN THE REMOTE VILLAGE OF
ETUNOR, A SETTLEMENT IN IGHARA, EDO STATE.
SHE DISAPPEARS WITHOUT A TRACE ONLY TO
REAPFPEAR IN A CEMETERY IN RECENT TIMES, STILL
UNCHANGED, WITH NO MEMORY OF WHO SHE WAS
OR WHERE SHE HAD BEEN ALL THIS WHILE, EXCEPT
A KNOWLEDGE OF HER NAME, A MYSTEIOUS
COMPANION AND AN UNBELIEVABLE GIFT - THE
ABILITY TO SEE SFIRITS...

AVONOME cREATED BY STANLEY OBENDE
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L AM NOT YO0UR SHIELD,

L CAYNOT PROTECT SOU.

I AM NOT A ANGEL,

I WAS NOT SENT BACK TO PRAY FOR 90U,
L AM NOT HIBISCUS OR ROSe,

THOSE THMGS ARE BEAUTIFUL...

L AM NOT.

L AmM SWORD, DOUBLE €DGeD;
T'LL KILL fOR 90U,

HALE SHADOW AND LIGHT;

I WALK THE THIN LINe fOR YOU.
L AM A CROWN Of THORNS;

A CGOURD Of SCREeAMMC( VOICes.

THE SPIRITS SAY T HAVe LIiveD THROUCH
THRee LIveS;

D1eD TWICE TO FINALLY LIive ONCe - FRee€.
THIS LIFETIMme 1S MY WALK TOWARDS
REDEMPTION.
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“Ciao. Yene. Nyvarodu.Nyoruvah.”
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[ am really teary eyved here *sniff sniff*. Thank you for reading the very official first issue of
acomic that has been 8 vears in coming. Forthose of vou who have waited longer than you deserve
to see this, fear not, vour wait was never in vain. E Kpa te wo fun won! (Yoruba for“clap for them™)
Lol!

*Clears throat® When I first formed the concept of this comic book, I was just out of senior
secondary school (high school), getting whooped endlessly by my dad tor drawing what my dad
would call rubbish on stained pages of unused school books - but I felt somehow, this was what I
was meant to do with my life, my higher purpose on earth... blablaba *place inspiring quote here®.
Try as much as I could, I felt what I had was not just ‘kickass' enough for where I wanted to take this
dream to, then began my sojourn of finding the best people who could bring my vision of this
project alive and that is where Xavier (Mr.) came in.

Xavier's unique creating ability actually made Avonome more electrifyving, lol, bone
washing sha (forget the flattery), vou can testify to it (if you can't you will soon). He enlarged the
scope and took Avonome to a whole new level, but that was the easy part, then came the hard work.
We needed to get this project out to vou in a way that ensured we kept the quality and tone
maintained while our engine at MudHouseBlack remained properly oiled, episodes coming out as
at when due and we the creative team won't go entirely hungry - entirely being the key word here
After much prayers we got a surprise visit from none other than the folks of COMIC REPUBLIC
with a decent offer from the foremost comic distribution platform (whoop-whoop) in the country
(Nigeria) and after days of prayers, fasting, endless meetings we were finally acquired.

This piece of comic book vou have in your hands (or more appropriately vou have your
eyes upon ) is the outcome of several sleepless nights, a lot of discarded art and seripts, 132 pencils
(hell yeah I counted), fights, arguments and silent treatments + the good souls of COMIC
REPUBLIC all in a mission to give you characters you truly care and love in a world that would be
most memorable to visit!

You have no idea what is in store for vou and frankly, we are still unsure of where this
journey would lead us all to. But suspend your worries friend and traveller, for a while, and join us
on this AMAazIng adventure that is AVONOME!

Special thanks to my friend, brother, father, mentor and teacher Mr. Ibrahim Ganivu (Sirgai) for
evervthing, more than words could ever reveal. Sincerely appreciate eve I':l.'ti]i.l1l.=;.._

Stanley Obende.

P5: Please don't forget to send us your fan arts, queries, pravers, ofterings, libations or okin soap to
our mailing address; avonome.swi@gmail. comand also on our facebook

page® § www fac I.']?UU]:._.{.UJ_H,{;H"UI]UI'IIE’IHI Best art and first fan mail gets published with a free
customized SPIRITWALK tee-shirt. Contents of mails marked PRIVATE will not be disclosed to
the public.

POST CREDIT SCENE IN NEXT PAGE.
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Thanks so much to the many supporters who have been before this book.
And also to those who did their fan arts. Lovely pieces!

TOYIN
ETUBI |
ONUCHEYO AJETUNMOBI

NEWMAN CHIKE OLUMIDE
NWANKWO WARYWATCHER
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